Republic of the Philippines
Province of Cavite

CITY OF GENERAL TRIAS
OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD

EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 52> REGULAR SESSION OF
THE 5™ SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD OF THE CITY OF GENERAL
TRIAS HELD ON 14 JULY 2026 AT THE BULWAGAN NG MAMAMAYAN
(SESSION HALL), CITY OF GENERAL TRIAS, CAVITE.

CITY ORDINANCE NO. 26-61 (TAX)

AN ORDINANCE IMPOSING A ZERO PERCENT (0%) TAX RATE ON
JAPANESE OFFICIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE (JAPAN-ODA)
FUNDED PROJECTS, SUBJECT TO ALL LAWS AND EXISTING LEGAL
RULES AND REGULATIONS.

Author:
SP Member Jesse Raphael R. Grepo
Chair, Committee on Ways and Means

Sponsors:
All Other Members of the Sanggunian

WHEREAS, Section 192 of the Local Government Code of 1991
(RA 7160) provides that local government units may, through
ordinances duly approved, grant tax exemptions, incentives or reliefs
under such terms and conditions as they may deem necessary;

WHEREAS, the Philippine Government has entered into
various Exchange of Notes (E/N) with the Japanese Government

concerning projects intended to promote the welfare and benefit of
the Filipino people;

WHEREAS, pursuant to the international law doctrine of pacta
sunt servanda, this Ordinance once enacted will uphold and give
effect to the agreements entered into by and between the
Government of Japan, through the Japanese Official Development
Assistance (Japan-ODA) and the Philippine Government;

WHEREAS, the National Government has manifested its
commitment to assume and bear all fiscal levies, taxes, duties, fees,
and other charges imposed on projects funded through Japanese
Official Development Assistance (Japan-ODA);

WHEREAS, the City Government of General Trias supports the
Philippine Government’s commitment to further strengthen and
sustain the country’s friendship and diplomatic relations with the
Japanese Government by granting concessions whose benefits are
conducive to the nation’s economic welfare;

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of SP Member Jesse Raphael R.
Grepo duly seconded by SP Member Alfredo S. Ching,

Be it enacted by the Sangguniang Panlungsod, that:

Section 1. TITLE - This Ordinance shall be known as the
“Japan-ODA Zero Percent (0%) Tax Ordinance”.

Section 2. DECLARATION OF POLICY - It is hereby a declared
policy of the City Government of General Trias to support
infrastructure development, economic cooperation, and public
service improvement projects funded through Japanese Official
Development Assistance (Japan-ODA), in accordance with national
laws, international agreements, and existing government regulations.

Section 3. DEFINITION OF TERMS

a. Applicant - refers to the individual, partnership,
corporation or any other entity seeking to avail of the
incentive provided in this Ordinance; and
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b. Japan-ODA - refers to the entity established by the
Government of Japan that is responsible for providing
funding for a specific undertaking or project.

Section 4. COVERAGE - This Ordinance shall apply to all
projects, programs, and activities directly funded under Japanese
Official Development Assistance (Japan-ODA) agreements duly

recognized and approved by the National Government of the Republic
of the Philippines.

Section 5. IMPOSITION OF ZERO PERCENT (0%) TAX RATE -
All local taxes, fees, and charges for qualified Japan-ODA projects are
subject to a zero percent (0%) tax rate as authorized by national laws,
treaties, and executive agreements.

Section 6. CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS - The grant of a

zero percent (0%) tax rate under this Ordinance shall be subject to
the following conditions:

a. A confirmation from the Ambassador of Japan certifying
that the project is included in the current and updated list
of Japan-ODA funded projects;

b. Clearance from the Office of the City Treasurer certifying
that the applicant has no outstanding tax liabilities with
the City, prior to the enactment of this Ordinance;

c. The grant shall apply only for the duration and scope of the
approved Japan-ODA funded project; and

d. All beneficiaries shall comply with existing laws, auditing
rules, procurement regulations, and other applicable
government policies.

Section 7. DUTIES OF THE CITY TREASURER - The City
Treasurer shall:

a. Provide an official list of documents necessary to prove the
authenticity of the statements submitted by the grantee;

b. Ensure that the project intended to be granted zero percent
(0%) tax rate is included in the official list of Japan-ODA
funded projects;

c. If applicable, collect any outstanding tax liabilities of the
applicant;

d. Issue an official receipt upon full settlement of the
applicant’s obligations; and

e. Issue a clearance certifying that the applicant has no
outstanding tax liabilities with the City.

Section 8. IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS - This
Ordinance shall be implemented by the Office of the City Mayor
through the Office of the City Treasurer and other offices or
personnel as maybe deputized by the Local Chief Executive.

Section 9. SEPARABILITY CLAUSE - If any portion of this
Ordinance is declared invalid, the remaining provisions in this
Ordinance shall not be affected and remain valid and enforceable.

Section 10. EFFECTIVITY - This Ordinance shall take effect
fifteen (15) days after its publication in a newspaper of local
circulation and after posting of copies in three (3) conspicuous places
in the City have been undertaken.

ENACTED under THIRD/FINAL READING on 14 JULY 2026.
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